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in this work, a ſmall company of ſubſcribers again preſent 


4 
* 


rauer. 


* people of England have been already ſome months 


in poſſeſſion of this ſhort, but excellent addreſs, on a 
branch of commerce, founded on the moſt flagrant injuſtice, 
and viſing, by bold gradations, to a ſurpriting ſtructure of 
iniquity, inhumanity, and horror! The intention of the 
worthy Author in writing it, was evidently to obtain from 
the humanity of his country at large, that alleviation of the 
miſeries of a numerous body of fellow-creatures, which the 


policy of Legiſlators has not thought proper to grant. 


Warmed by the ſame ſentiments of benevolence towards 
the unhappy Slaves, whoſe cauſe is ſo ſucceſsfully pleaded 


Ait to the impartial peruſal of an humane and enlightened 


\ 


Public: aſſuring thoſe who wiſh for the abolition of the 
Slave-Trade, but think %%% means inadequate to th® end, 
that the pious Author's endeavours have bern already bl 


with effects, at once important and extenſive. Upwards 


of thirty thouſand copies, bought up with increaſing avidi- 
ty, prove, that the ſtill ſmall voice of religion and morality 

is yet heard by many, notwithſtanding the noiſe of ſordid 
intereſt, or the clamour of expediency. Many reſpectable 
families — ſeveral public ſeminaries — and great numbers 
of private perſons, have already abandoned every trace of 
connection with the horrid Traffic. Alike unaided by the 
ſanction of cuſtom, and unawed by the anticipated charge 
of innovation, they fear not to enter upon a NEW line of du- 


Tl ty, when evidently conſiſtent with the revealed will of Hea- 


- 


ven, and the loud, united dictates, of reaſon, juſtice, and 
humanity, Happy for the cauſe they wiſh to ſupport, and 
much to the honour of Engliſhmen is it, that the gratifica- 
tion of luxurious habits appears to have leſs —-or the calls 
of humanity to have much more weight with them, than a 
curſory viewof the general diſpoſition would have led us to in- 
fer. Such indeed is the preſent proſpect of complete ſucceſs at- 


"tending this effort, that the reaſons hitherto aſſigned for not 


diſcontinuing the uſe of Welt-Indian luxury, wall no longer 
adiſguꝛſe the true value of an humanity, too feeble to claim the 
name of a virtue, nor juſtify the further indulgence of a vitia- 
ted laſle, at the expence of haman blood, No. The dread- 
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ful commerce already totters to its baſe. The enlarged, and 
enlarging ſphere of rational knowledge, rolls rapidly on to 
its deſtruction. All-powerful TRUTH * has made large 
breaches in its foundations, and diſcloſed ſome of its hor- 
rors. Nothing then remains, but for thofe who abhor cru- 
elty in word, to renounce it in deed to add example to pre- 
ceþt— to throw their reſpective ſhares of humanity into the 


common ſtock, and, within a very few years, the abhorred 


edifice muſt fall, never more to 11/e. | 
* Sce the Abſtract mentioned hereafter. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE ſummary view of the ſlave trade here given, 
forms alone an anſwer to the principal apologies of- 

fered for its continuance : But, as the cruel treatment of 
the Slaves, efter their arrival in the Colonies, is ſo very ſlight- 
ly touched upon, it ſeemed neceſſary to add fome account 


of that alſo, to ſhew the propriety, or rather urgency, of the 


following addreſs on the ſubject. Our plan admits but of 
a very ſhort ſtatement, But the facts adduced, are ALL 
taken from evidence delivered on oath, before a ſelect 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons ; and therefore their 
TRUTH is beyond the reach of impeachment. (See an 
ABSTRACT of the ſame, with the names and ſituations of 


SIXTY WITNESSES, Printed by J. Philips, George Yard, 
Lombard Street, 1791.) | 


The. grand foundation on which the African Slave- Trade 
reſts, and at the ſame time, the principal argument offered 
in extenuation of its guilt, is, that the S/aves which the Eu- 
ropeans purchaſe, are pri/onrrs of war, Now the very 
term war, as uſed by the Africans, means in general ROR- 
BERY, or a MARAUDING EXPEDITION; and it is a noto- 
rious fact, that theſe wars are for the moſt part entered into 


by the parties concerned, without any previous injury on 


either ſide, and from no . motive than to furniſh ſlaves 


he hs a 


for the Europeans, Accounts concur in ſtating the propor- 
tion of Men deſtroyed in theſe expeditions, to that of Slaves 
actually ſold, as ten to one. Nay, in ſome of theſe wars, 
the victors have been ſo incenſed at the reſiſtance they have 
found, that their ſpirit of vengeance has entirely prevailed 
over their avarice, and, though they have engaged in the 
conflict for the exprefs purpoſe of procuring Slaves, = 
have been known to murder every individual, without diſ- 
crimination either of fex or age, 2 ER. 
Another plea, by which this trade is ſupported, is this: 
That Slaves are fold to the Europeans zn conſequence of 
crimes. The reader ſhall himſelf judge of its value, when 
accompanied by the following wel! attefled facts. Before 
the Slave Trade commenced, criminals, were puniſhed in 
Africa, much in the ſame manner as thoſe among other 
nations in the ſame ſtage of ſociety; but ſince the intro- 
| duction of this Trade, ALL crimes have been puniſhed 
| with flavety. Every artifice has been uſed by the Prince, 
to entice the ſubject to become a criminal. Acts, formerly 


— . ———ñ— — ay 


| of inflicting the puniſhment. New diſtinctions have alſo 
been made in crimes, that additional puniſhments might 
follow. The offender in one inſtance, forfeits his own free- 
dom; in a ſecond that of the male part of his family, to- 


In a fourth, the relations of the offender as far as they can 
be traced. And thus many thouſands of innocent perſons 
have been conſigned to ſlavery. 5 

In caſes where neither the horrors of theſe unjuſt wars, 

nor the frequency of innocent acts diſtorted into crimes, 
furniſh ſufficient victims for European cruelty, Slaves are 
acquired by virtue of a (fancied) right of Empire in the 

Prince. He conſiders his villages as ſo many parks, or 
reſervoirs, ſtocked for his own luxury and uſe. When the 
Black- broker tempts him with his merchandize, and he is 
not ſufficiently furniſhed by the above meanis, he ſeizes certain 
villagers, who are put into chains and led, whole families 
together, to the ſhips. This is particularly the caſe with 
the King of Dahomy : but in other parts of the country, 

the mode of ſeizing them is a little varied. The king goes 


— 


eſteemed innocent, have been deemed crimes for the ſake 


getherwith his own: in a third, the whole family ſuffer ; and 


with 
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with his guards to one of his villages in the night; he 6 


| rounds it, and ſets it on fire; the poor villagers flying in 


conſternation from the flames, fall into the hands of their 
tyrant. This mode therefore, differs from the former in 
one reſpe& only, that many are terribly burnt on the 


occaſion, and others perith. The laſt method of acquir- 


ing Slaves which it is needful to mention here, is that of 
kidnapping. Slave hunters, conſiſting of the natives, are 
employed in the inland country to kidnap the unwary. 
They lie in wait frequently in the rice-fields, to carry off 


all ſuch, as may be ſtationed there for the purpoſe of 


driving the birds froni the grain. They lie in wait alſo 
at the ſprings of water, to which the natives reſort to 
quench their thirſt, and in thickets by the ſides of creeks, 
to fall upon thoſe ſolitary beings, who fiſh there either for 
amuſement or food: but their principal ſtation is in the 
long graſs, by the ſide of particular path ways, which are 
cut from one village to another, from which they ſpring 
out upon their prey and ſecure it. 3 


Theſe are the various methods by which ſlaves have 
been uſually obtained; and fo ſucceſsful have theſe prac- 
tices been, that many millions of people, ſince the introduc- 
tion of the trade, have been actually put on board Euro- 


| pean ſhips, and conſigned to ſlavery. 


The annual exportation from Africa, conſiſts of about 
one hundred thouſand people. Of theſe, more than twen- 
ty thouſand die on their voyage, from cloſe confinement 


and other cauſes, and at leaſt twenty thouſand more, be- 


fore they are inured to the Weſt-Indian climate and cruel. 
ty, which is called the /a/onng; ſo that if to theſe 
we add the number that die in the different wars above 
mentioned, it will appear, that at the very leaſt, an hundred 
thouſand are annually murdered, even before_the planter 
can ſay he has any additional ſtock for his plantation. 


When the ſlave ſhips arrive in the Weſt Indies, a ſale is 


announced, which is generally by /cramble : — (a mode 


ſeemingly intended to prevent partiality.) The ſhip is 
darkened with fails and covered round. At a ſignal given, 
the purchaſers ruſh into the midſt of the ſlaves, with the 
ferocity of brutes, carrying cards or tallies with their names 
Re CE | upon 


i ac a 


upon them, and proper ropes to encircle the number requir- 
ed, This they do without diſcrimination, or the leaſt care 
to prevent thoſe who are relations from being ſeparated. 
lf Very frequently a huſband finds himſelf in one band, and 
his wife in another; and perhaps their child in a third. 
But conjugal or filial affection is not permitted to grow in P 
| that accurſed ſoil. A fingle kiſs at parting is frequently } 
| denied them, or purchaſed at the expence of extreme pain. 
| If they ſtop ta take a laſt farewell, the laſh begins its dread- 

ful clang, that is only to finiſh with their exiſtence. Thus V 
torn from all that is dear to them, they are driven home, EY 
| ſome to domeſtic, and ſome to plantation ſlavery. If the N 
| former break a tea-cup— ſtay too long on an errand — do 


| not come when called—or make a miſtake, they are puniſh- 
; ed with a whip that will ale the ſhin off a hor/es bach; and the 


15 actually does *take a piece of leſſi out at every ſtroke,” It is em 
| a frequent practice alſo to drop burning ſealing-wax on the hop 
| backs of men, women, and children, after whipping. Wo- Ks 

men with child, have been often whipped, miſcarried, and OPP! 
died in confequence : Many of both ſexes, and all ages, led 
have been whipped to death, expiring under the laſh, ora 0 1 
few days after by the mortification of their wounds. Many 1 
men have had 5 legs broken, or cut off, for running a- leſs 

way from intolerable cruelty, or expected puniſhment.“ by r 
Others have loſt their right hands, for lifting it up againft paſſe 
a white man, while a devil in the ſhape of a white man bara 
might torture or kill a black with impunity. Harth as ings 
this expreſſion may appear, it is but too correct a repreſen- We 
tion, — The habit of exerciſing unlimited power, has in many and 

znſtances,converted it into more than hellzſh cruelty! The blood || aſcei 
of millions of our fellow-creatures, now cries to Heaven | porti 


with a voice louder than the blood of Abel: and, unleſs the few 
humanity of the conſumers of Weſt-Indian produce inter- in ſu 
vene, terror and diſmay muſt continue to range the earth and 
at the inſtigation of Chriſtians ] and cruelty flouriſh under whic 
their protection, TILL GOD HIMSELF ARISE TO AVENGE its e 


HIS INJURED JUSTICE | Ir 
* For the truth of theſe facts and innumerable others WORE deri 
HORRID, ſee the ABSTRACT above referred to. See alle 8 ſecui 
Rev. J. Weſley, Benezct, and Cooper on the ſame ſubject. | its fc 
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AR ADDRESS 
| „ * . 
PEOPLE or GREAT BRITAIN, 
On the Utility of Refraining from the Uſe of 
WEST INDIA SUGAR and RUM. 
, eee, the late determination of the Houſe 


of Commons on the Slave- Trade, we may hope that 
the diſcuſſion it has received will not be uſeleſs ; and that 
the public attention has not been excited in vain, to a ſyſ- 
tem of cruelty which 1s painful even to recite. It may be 
hoped, that claiming for ourſelves the moſt perfect freedom, 
we ſhall no longer impofe upon others, a ſlavery the moſt 
oppreſſive; and that, enjoying a degree of felicity unequal- 
led in any age or country, we ſhall ceaſe to range the world 


to increaſe the miſery of mankind. 


The luſt of power, and the pride of conqueſt, kave doubt- 


leſs produced inſtances far too numerous, of man enflaved 


by man. But we, in an enlightened age, have greatly ſur- 
paſſed, in brutality and injuſtice, the moſt ignorant and bar- 
barous ages: and while we are pretending to the fineſt feel- 
ings of humanity, are exereiſing unprecedented cruelty. 
We have planted flavery in the rank ſoil of ſordid avarice ; 
and the produce has been miſery in the extreme. We have 
aſcertained, by a courſe of experiments in cruelty, the leaſt 
portion of nouriſhment requiſite to enable man to linger a 
few years in mifery ; the greateſt quantity of labour, which 
in ſuch a ſituation, the extreme of puniſhment can extort; 
and the utmoſt degree of pain, labour, and hunger united, 
which the human frame can endure, without terminating. 
its exiſtence, / 


In vain have ſuch ſcenes been developed. The wealth 
derived from the horrid traffic, has created an influence that 


: ſecures its continuance ; unleſs the people at large ſhall ſap 


its foundation, by refuſing to receive the produce of robbery 
and murder. The Legiſlature having refuſed to interpoſe. 
55 the 


„ 
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the people are now neceſſarily called on either to reprobate 
or approve the meaſure; for Weſt-Indian Slavery muſt de- 


pend upon their ſupport for its exiſtence, and it is in the 


power of every individual to increaſe, or diminiſh its ex- 
tent. The laws of our country may indeed prohibit us the 
ſugar-cane, unleſs we will receive it through the medium 
of ſlavery. They may hold it to our lips, ſteeped in the 
blood of eur fellow-creatures ; but they cannot compel us 
to accept the loathſome potion, With us it reſts, either 


to receive it and be partners in the crime, or to exonerate 


_ ourſelves from guilt, by ſpurning from us the proffered 
temptation. For let us not think, that the crime reſts a- 
lone with thoſe that conduct the traffic, or the legiſlature by 
whom it is protected: if we purchaſe the commodity we 
icipate in the crime. The ſlave- dealer, the ſlave-hold- 
er, and the ſlave- driver, are virtually the agents of the con- 
ſumer, and may be conſidered as employed and hired by him 
to procure the commodity. For by holding out the temp- 
tation he is the original cauſe, the firſt mover in the horrid 
proceſs; and every diſtinction is done away by the moral 
maxim, That whateyer we do by another, we do our- 
ſelves. a 
If we as individuals concerned in the Slave Trade (ei- 
ther by procuring the Slaves compelling them to labour 
or receiving the produce) imagine that our ſhare in the 
tranſaction is ſo minute that it cannot perceptibly increaſe. 
the injury 5 let us recollect, that tho*' numbers partaking of 
2 crime may diminiſh the ſhame, they cannot diminiſh its 
turpitude. Can we ſuppoſe that an injury of enormous 
magnitude can take place, and the criminality be deſtroy- 


ed merely by the criminals becoming ſo numerous as to 


render their reſpective ſhares indiſtinguiſhable, Were an 


hundred aſſaſſins to plunge their daggers into their victim, 


tho each might plead that without his aſſiſtance the crime 
would have been compleated, and that his poinard neither 
occaſioned nor accelerated the murder, yet would every 
one of chem be guilty of the intire crime. For into how 
many ſoever parts a criminal action may be divided, the 
crime itſelf reſts intire and complete on every perpetrator. 
But in this caſe we are by no means warranted to * 
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der our individual ſhare in a trivial point of view. The 
conſumption of ſugar in this country is ſo immenſe, that 
the quantity commonly uſed by individuals will have 
an important effect. A family that uſes 5Ib. of ſugar per 
week, with the proportion of rum, will by abſtaining from 
the conſumption 21 months, prevent the ſlavery or murder 
of one fellow-creature ; eight ſuch families in 194 years, 
prevent the flavery or murder of 100, and 38.000 would 
totally prevent the Slave Trade, for the ſupply of our 
iſlands. Nay, ſo neceſſarily connected is our conſump- 
tion of the commodity, - and the miſery reſulting from 
it, that in every pound of ſugar uſed, we may be con- 
ſidered as conſuming two ounces of human fleſh, beſides 
the immenſe number of ſea-men- deſtroyed -by the peſti- 
ferous contagion of the ſlave- ſhipe, and the inconceiva- 
ble anguiſh and miſery that muſt refult from parents be- 
ing torn from their families, and children from their pa- 


rents, villages burnt, and continual ſuſpicion, terror, and 


diſmay, ſpread thro* the country. A French writer juſtly 
obſerves, **That he cannot look on a piece of ſugar without 
« concciving it ſtained with ſpots of human blood: And Dr. 
Franklin very properly adds, /t had he taken in all the 
conſequences, he might have ſeen the ſugar not merely fpotted, 


but dyed in gram with blood.” Dreadful confideration 


that our increaſing happineſs and proſperity has ſpread 
deſolation and miſery over a country as large as all Eu- 
rope! For it is an indiſputable fact, that it is Bt 
luxury the African Slave Trade depends on for ſupport : 
they have zncrea/ed, and they would all together, Our 


conſumption of ſugar is now ſo immenſe, that it nearly 


equals the conſumption of all Europe beſides; and Ja- 
maica alone, now ſupplies more ſugar than al our Weſt 


India Iſlands did at any period prior to 1755. 


To form new plantations for the ſupply of our in« 
creaſing luxury, the wretched Africans are torn from their 
native land: and. extenſive as is the increaſe of the cul- 
ture, ſo far is it from keeping pace with our luxury, that 
(before the diſturbances in the French Iſlands, - within 
theſe two or three years) ſugars have ever ſold in the 
Britiſh market 20 or 3o, ſometimes 50 per ceni. dearer 
than in any other part of the world, 1 

| et 
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Let us then imagine our immenſe confumption whol- 


ly, or in great part to ceaſe, and our ſugars to be thrown 8 
on the foreign markets; would additronal flaves be wanted thi 
to ſupply an overflowing market at a falling. price? cer- few 
tainly not: the African. Slave Trade, by whomloever con- ket 


ducted, to ſupply ſugar colonies by whatſoever nation poſ- of” 
ſeſſed, muſt totally ceaſe. Horror and diſmay would give by 
place to peace and civilization, thro' a coaſt of above 


| three thouſand miles extent, and above a thouſand miles ls 
| | 1n land : for fo extenſive are our depredations, and ſo ex- 5 
| tenſive are the benefits which it is in our power to con- the 
fer. Nor would they ceaſe, even here. The Weſt In- = 

dia . Iſlands, finding leſs demand for fugar, muſt appro- 5 

priate leſs ground for the ſugar cane, and leave more for ſha 

proviſions; the ſlaves would be leſs worked, better fed, Lo 

and in a few years conſiſt entirely of native creoles. Or, | boi 

if the planters appropriate the land to the other produc- 3s 

tions of the Iſlands, the ſame beneficial effects muſt en- 4 

Tue; for Mr. Cooke tells us, the cultivation of cotton, 4 

pimento, and coffee, is eaſier than ſugar: the ſlaves look ec | 

better, and increaſe faſter ;*” and inſtead of requiring ad- T7 

ditional ſlaves, they will be able to increaſe their plantations « 

with thoſe already in the Iſlands; as Governor Parry tells « 

us, one acre of ſugar requires as much labour as three of 40 | 

cotton.“ Thus our refraining from the conſumption of the ec 

fugar cane even for a few years, would deſtroy the ſlave TI 

trade to the Weſt India Iſlands; bring freſh land into cul- the 

ture, and place the ſlaves in thoſe Iſlands in ſuch a ſituation foe 

that they muſt rapidly increaſe. | | 8 

The diminution of the conſumption of Weſt India mi 

produce, would alſo have a powerful effect by ſinking the il: 

price of the commodity; and thereby take away the temp- ex 

tation to import additional ſlaves. The effect a ſmall va- ne 

Flation in the ſupply or demand has on the price, we haveſ a 

recently experienced. The ſmall interruption of the ſupply 
on the continent, by the diſturbances in the French ſugar FT 
Hands has ſuddenly raifed ſome of their markets, which were die 
| V0 or 30 per cent. lower than the Britith, much above it; 


and thereby occaſioned an exportation from this country to th 

ſupply the deficiency : and our exportation, though only 

amounting to a 10th of our importation, has raiſed our ſu- 70 
gar} 


11 


gars 50 per cent. And as a fall in the price would obſtru& ' 
the ſlave- trade, and meliorate the condition of the ſlaves; ſo 
this riſe will produce effects the moſt bane ful. The plan- 
ter, tempted by the high price to get ſugar and rum to mar- 
ket while that high price continues, will deprive his ſlaves 
of their proviſion grounds, to plant them with canes; and 
by the energy of the whip, they will be forced to the moſt 
extreme exertions. The murder. or, in the technical lan- 
guage of the Weſt Indias, the 4%, of his flaves, will be to 
him but a ſecondary conſideration. The large crop and 
the high price will amply compenſate him, and the queſtion 
now is, not merely whether we ſhall hold out to him an 
inducement to * additional ſlaves; but whether we 
ſhall tempt him to murder thoſe he already has. We can 
hardly doubt but that Weſt Indian packets have already 


borne the murderous diſpatches, expreſſed in language too 


dreadfully explicit: we may nearly ſuppoſe the contents, 
The price of ſugar and rum {till continues high. You 
« muſt adopt every mode to forward as large a cargo as 
& poſſible. A fortunate crifis now offers itſelf for extrica- 
ting my eſtate from the difficulties in which it is invol- 
«yed. We muſt avail ourſelves of it; another may never 
« occur, Conſequences tho? diſagreeable, muſt at the pre- 
« ſent moment be overlooked. The ſlave market is ſtill 
« open for a ſupply. New-fangled humanity ts no more.“ 
The day hardly dawns when the whip reſounds through 
thoſe regions of horror; nor ceaſes, till darkneſs cloſes the 
ſcene, which day after day is renewed, "Fhe miſerable vic- 
tims, deſtitute of every ſource of comfort to body or to 
mind, and ſinking under the three endemic diſeaſes of our 
iſlands, hunger, torture, and extreme labour, and urged to 
exertions they are unable to ſuſtain, at length expire be- 
neath the laſh, which in vain endeavours to rouſe them to 


a a renewal of their labour. 


After the important conſiderations adduced, it might be 
reckoned a degradation of the ſubject to mention the na- 
tional dignity ; or even that might induce us to counteract 
a powerful body of men, who are trampling under foot, 
the dictates of humanity, and the intereſt of the nation: 


men, who have in 50 years received for ſugar alone, above 


79 millions more than it would have colt at any other 
B 2 markets 
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market. And from Mr Botham's evidence it appears, that 
in Batavia, where labour is as high as in England, ſugar, 
equal to the beſt Weſt India, is ſold at 1d. + per pound, 
Theſe are the men, who are endeavouring to overthrow 
2 plan for ſupplying us with ſugars, by means of free la- 
bour ; and have the audacity to tell the Britiſh legiſlature, 
«That they cannot aboliſh the ſlave trade; for that if En- 


gland refuſe to furniſh them with ſlaves, they will obtain 


a ſupply through other channels.” And a governor of Bar- 

adoes admoniſhes us, From policy, to leave the Iſlands 
to the quiet management of their own affairs.“ "Theſe no- 
minal colonies have, it ſeems, been taught, that we have 
no right to controul them; that the acts of their Aﬀſem- 
blies alone are obligatory ; and that thoſe of Britiſh legiſla- 
tors, are binding only on thoſe whom they repreſent. The 
right of enſlaving others, they contend for, as the moſt 
Yaluable of their T avilenes: — 


Thus it appears that the legiſlature is not only unwil- 
ing, but perhaps unable to grant redreſs; and therefore it 
is more peculiarly incumbent on us: To abſtain from the 
Wo ſugar and rum, until our Weſt India Planters themſelves 
e prohubited the impor tation of additional ſlaves, and com- 


menced as ſpeedy and eſfectual a ſubverſion of ſlavery in their 


Mands, as the circumſtances, and ſituation of the ſlaves will 
admit; or till we can obtain the | Jan of the ſugar cane in 
118 other mode, unconnected with ſlavery, and unpolluted with 
ood, | | 5 ö 

For though the African ſlave trade, be the moſt promi- 
nent feature in this maſs of wickedneſs ; yet it is but a 


feature; and were it aboliſhed, the Weſt India flavery 


would ſtill exiſt. Qur planters would breed, inſtead of im- 
port ſlaves, and ſhall we ſuffer half a million of fellow ſub- 
jects, and their poſterity, to be held in ſlavery for ever? I 
ſay fellow ſubjects, for undoubtedly, every perſon born in 
the dominions of Great Britain, is a ſubject, bound to obey 

and intituled to the protection of the common law of En- 
gland and in oppolition to which the acts of aſſemblies can 

e of no authority. | 


In demanding then liberty for the perſons called ſlaves 
in our iſlands ;Jwe demand no more than they are entituled 
to by the common law. The moſt eligible mode of putting 

| them 
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them in poſſeſſion of their legal and natural right, may be 
a queſtion of difficulty ; but it is a queſtion that ought to 
be conſidered with no other view, but to their happineſs, 
The plan to be adopted, ought to be certain and ſpeedy in 
its operation without any conſideration of the ſuppoſed, or 
even real intereſt, of their oppreſſors; and let it be remem- 
bered, that it 1s in the power of a fmall proportion of the 
people of England to effect it, by refuſing to receive the 
produce. The planters themſelves would adopt it, were 
that the only means, by which they could find a fale at the 
Britiſh market : nor would the legiſlature be then haraſſed 
with prepoſterous claims for compenſation ; which, how- 
ever unfounded in juſtice or reaſon, might be ſupported by 

influence, and enforced with clamour. 


If ignorance and inattention may be pleaded as our ex- 

cuſe hitherto, yet that can be the caſe no longer. The 
ſubje& has been four years before the public. Its dreadful 

a wickedneſs has been fully proved. Every falſhood, every 

deception with which it has been diſguiſed, has been com- 


pletely done away ; and it ſtands before us in all its native 
horrors. No longer can it be pretended, that Africa is a 
barbarous uncultivated land, inhabited by a race of ſavages 
N inferior to the human ſpecies. Mr. How, who was em- 
I ployed by government to go up the country, depoſes, that 
7 the inland is every where well cultivated, abounding with 
rice, millet, potatoes, cotton, and indigo plantations, and 
that the inhabitants are quick in learning languages, and 
remarkably induſtrious, hoſpitable, and obliging. It ap- 
pears that they poſſeſs noble and heroic-minds, diſdaining 
{lavery, and frequently ſeeking refuge from it in the arms 
of death. Nor {hall we again be told, of the ſuperior hap- 
pineſs they enjoy, under the benevolent care of the plan- 
ters, when Mr. Coor has depoſed that ſetting flaves to 
work in the morning, is attended with loud peals of whip- 
ping; — and General Tottenham, That there is no com- 
«« pariſon between regimental flagging, which only cuts the 
kin, and the plantation, which cuts out the fleſh,” —and 
Capt. Hall, «That the puniſhments are very ſhocking, much 
« more ſo than in men of war,”'—and Capt. Smith, That 
« at every ſtroke of the whip a piece of fleſh is cut out,” — 
and Mr. Roſs, „that he conſiders a compariſon —_— 
? « Weſt 
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* Weſt India flaves and the Britith peaſantry, as an inſult 
« to common ſenſe.” | 

The caſe now fully lies before us; and we have to make 
our choice, either to join ourſelves with theſe manufactur- 
ers of human woe, or to renounce the horrid: aſſociation. 
If we adopt the former, let us at leaſt have the candour to 
avow our conduct in its real deformity. Let us no longer 
affect to deplore the calamities attendant on the Slave Trade, 
of which we are the primary cauſe ; nor let us pretend to 
execrate the conduct of the ſlave- dealer, the {lave-holder or 
the ſlave-driver; but apologize for them as our partners in 
iniquity, and be affured, that if we now take our ſhare in 
the tranſaction, we ſhould, were we placed in a ſimilar ſitu» 
ation with them, with as little compunction take eins; 
unleſs we can ſuppoſe the order of nature would he fo far 
inverted, as that we ſhould become virtuous, in proportion 
as the temptation to vice increaſed. Nor ſhould we then, 
any more than now, be deſtitute of ſubterfuges to deſtroy 
the feelings of our minds, and the convictions of our con- 
ſciences : with them we may pretend the inconſiderablencſs 
of our ſhare in the evil, or that the crime does not neceſſa- 
rily attach, on our part of it: But were ſuch excuſes true 
as they ate evidently falfe, vet would they not form a de- 
fence. It is ſufficient that a ſcene of calamity and oppreſſion 
exiſts, and that we have it in o power jointly with others 
to remedy it: and it is our duty to contribute our ſhare, in 
hopes that others will hers. 


We are now called on to redreſs evils in comparifon 
with which all that exiſts in this nation ſink beneath our 
notice, and the only ſacrifice we are required to make 
in order to effect it, is the abandoning of a luxury which 
habit alone can have rendered of importance. If we 
reſuſe, can we form the leaſt pretence to a moral cha- 
racter? May it not be juſtly inferred, that thoſe numerous 
diſplays of humanity, of which this kingdom boaſts, have 
not their foundation in any virtuous or valuable principle, 
but that from cuſtom and oſtentation they derive their ori- 
gin? But if our execration of the ſlave trade be any thing 
more than mere declamation againſt crimes we are not in 
a ſituation to commit, we ſhall, inſtead of being ſolicitous 
to find deſpicable diſtinctions to juſti ſy our conduct, abhor 
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the idea of contributing, in the leaſt degree to ſuch ſcenes 


of miſery, 

If theſe be the deductions from the moſt obvious prin- 
eiples of reaſon, juſtice, and humanity ; what muſt be the 
reſult if we extend our views to zel:zg:ous conſiderations ? 
It will hardly be ſaid, that we aſſume a religious profeſſion 
to diminiſh the extent of our moral duties, or to weaken 
the force of our obligation to obſerve them, 


We will therefore aſk, if it be meant to inſult the God 


we pretend to worſhip, by ſupplicating him to“ have mer- 


« cy upon all priſoners and captives,” and to“ defend and 
« provide for the fatherleſs, widows, and children, and all 
« that are deſolate and oppreſſed?” But if the national re- 
ligion be a mere matter of form, yet ſurely we may expect 
that the various denominations of diſſenters, will think it at 
the leaſt, as requiſite to diſſent from the national crimes, as 
the national religion; unleſs they mean to exhibit conſci- 
ences of ſo peculiar a texture, as to take « ﬀfe;:ce at the religi- 
on of their country, while they can conform without ſcruple, 
to its molt criminal practices. If indeed, they, are fatisfied 
after an impartial examination, that the trafhe alluded to is 
fair and honeſt, and that the produce ought to be conſidered 
as the reſult of lawful commerce, it will become them to 
encourage it; it will become them to reprobate this work 
as an attempt to ſlander honeſt men, and to injure their 
property by holding it out to the public, as the produce of 
robbery and murder. But, if the arguments be valid, will 
they preſume to treat the ſubject with cool indifference, and 
continue a criminal practice? May we not alſo hope that 
the Methodiſts, who appear to feel forcibly their principles, 


will ſeriouſly conſider it? They are ſo numerous, as to be 


able of themſelves to deſtroy that dreadful traffic, which 
is the ſole obſtacle to their miniſters ſpreading the goſpel 


in the extenſive continent of Africa ; and, however others 


may affect to degrade the Negroes, they are bound to con- 


| ſider thouſands of them as their brethren in Chriſt. 


Hardened by habit, the mind is with difficulty acceſſible 
to the convictions of guilt. Our actions are not eaſily in- 
fluenced by the force of moral principle, when counteract- 
ed by cuſtom; and the groſſeſt violations of duty may be 
practiſed without compunction, when ſanctioned by the 


conduct 
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conduct of our aſſociates; ſuch ſituations, are more pecu- 
liarly the teſt of our virtue, and in ſuch ſituations it is more 
peculiarly incumbent on us, to inveſtigate our conduct with 
the moſt anxious ſolicitude, and guarded ſuſpicion ; and to 
fortify our minds with the force of moral principle, cr the 
ſanctions of religion. In proportion as we ate under their 
influence, we ſhall not only refuſe to do any act which 
tends to the injury of the unhappy Africans, but exert our- 
ſelves to the utmoſt, in our reſpecti ve ſituations, to extri- 
cate them from their calamities. For the conſequence of 
our conduct may not be limited by its immediate effect. 
Our example, our admonitions, our influence may produce 
remote ones, of which we can form no eſtimate; and 
which after having done our duty, muſt be ſubmitted to 
Him who governs all things after the counſel of his own 
will. 8 | 
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